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“Be Just and Fear not--Let all the Ends thou Aims’t at, be

thy Country’s, thy God's and Truth's”

: =
T:3E TRUE SCUTHRCX, Established June, 1868

“Consolidated Amg. 2, 1SSL.]

_@k’?"@\ﬂﬁmlgmmrmm Sonfhron. |

Grand Display

Published every Weodnesday,

BY
N. G. OSTEEN,
SUMTER, 8. C.

TERMS
Two Dollars per annum—in advance.
5 ~ADVERTISEMZTXNTS.

Jue Square, first InSertiolveeeeesreceese.$1 00
50

REvery subsequent inSertion.mees.zsssaneea-
Contracts for three months, or longer will
be_made at reduced rates.

<A} communications which subserve private

tnterests will be charged for as advertisements.

“SPECLAL BARGAINS

~ See our $8.00 and $10.00
Cloaks, reduced to $5.00.

~All Wool Flannel Dresses 22
to 54 inches, at greatly reduced
prices. E

Trimmings to suif.

ATl our best Calicoes, form-
erly at 7c., now reduced to 5c.;
these not calyin Fancies, but in
best Black and Mourning styles.

Ladies’ Linen_ Collars at 60c.
a dozen. :

Do not forget to see our
Dress Clasps, 10c. to 25c¢., worth
50 and 75. _

Hamburg Edgings, 5 and 10,
worth 10 and 15c.

Breakfast Shawls at 15 cts.

Don’t fail to look at our
Remnant Basket.

Do you wan’t a Bustle? Al
styles to be had here.

Jerseys from 50c. to $3.00.

Full Line of

Towels Handlershiels and Hosiry,

Will close out our “aill Wool
Dean Suits” at $9.00; price at
beginning of season was $12.00.
Youths’ of same at $7.00.

Big reduction in Overcoats ;
try them on. All

CLOTHING

ing at greatly reduced prices.
Nice Hats, and ch, how Low !

OUR SHOE DEPARTMENT

Is full of Bargains. We have
Shoes that will do you some
service.

These -oods must be sold, so
we have marked them down

WAY BELOW VALUE.

Just marked down, an Ele-

ot lot of Ladies Shoes, from
$2.50 to $1.99. This is not 2
chestnut.

We have lots of other Bar-
gains in ALL Departments, 1o-
cluding

GROCERY,

but our space forbids further
details.

Before you buy be sure and
get the prices from

ALTAMONT MOSES.

N. E. Cor. Main and Liberty Sts.
Nov. 16

NOTICE.

Soxrer. S. C., Nov. 15, 1837.
N ACCORDANCE WITH THE RE-
quirements of Section 5170, Revized Stat-
utes of the United States, the following Char-
ter of ‘*The Simonds National Bank of Sum-
ter,”” is published for tbe iaformation cf all
concerned.

R. M. WALLACE,
Vice President.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

Orrice or CoxprroLLER OF THE CURaENCY,
WasHINGTON, November 3th, 1887
Whereas, by satisfuctory evidence presented
<0 the andersigned it has been made 10 appear
that “The Simonds National Bank of Sum-
ter,” in the Towa of Sumter, in the Couanty of

Somter, and State of Sosth Carolina, has

tied with all the provisions of the Stat-
ntes of the United States, required to be com-
plied with before an association shall be av-

“borized to commaence tbe business of Bank-
dog:

Now therefore, 1, Jesse D. Abrabams, Deputy

.an& actiog Comptroller of the Currency. do
dhereby certify thet *‘The Simcrds Natiopal

Bank of Sumter,” ian the Town of Sumter. i
the County of Sumiter, and State of South
Larolina, is autborized to commence the bus-
ipess of Baoking as provided in Section fifty-
one hundred and sixty-nine of the Revised
Statutes of the Urited States.

Ir testimony whereof witness my hand

and Seal of office this 8th day of
yL.S.] November, 1887.

J. D. ABRAHAMS,
Deputy apd Acting
Comptroiler of the Currency.
No. 3809.

Nov. 16 -

¥F. H. Folsom.

L. ¥W. Folrom.

Establizhed in 1865.

‘MAIN STREET,
0 'S ‘'HAIIINNS

———Dealers in——

AMERICAN WATCHES, JLOCES,
~'STERLING SILVER snd PLATED WARE,

~ Jewelry, Optical Goods, Gold

- Peos, Pencils, Machine
Needles, &e.
Repairing promptly dooe and warzanted by

practical kmen, ——
Z Ord:s:':;u ;E‘:e country will receive ogr
- carefalstteption, Tryus. - °
. Fov2e - - -~ o

FOLSOM & BRO.,

1

- - Obituaries and tributes of respect will be

— AT

Nchwartz Bros.

Palace Dry Goods Emporium.

SUMTER,. 8. C., WEDNESDAY,

of

and close prices.

T cents.

for 50 cts.

! corset 1n town.
20 doz. Gent's Neck Ties reduced from 7He to 48c¢.

| have it the following day,

you a chance at winning same.

Dec. 14

- New Silks!

New Dress Goods!

JUST RECEIVED FOR THE

We cordially invite the ladies to call in.
and see our Grand Line of '

Silks and Dress Goods,

which we have just received and will sell
at exceedingly Low Prices, alse a new line

- Trimmings to Match.

Any one desiring to purchase any kind
of Dry Goods will be considerably benefitted
by calling on us and see our nice assortment
We have reduced some
lines of our Dress Goods Stock to very low
prices. We still offer:

1 case more Solid Black Calico at 5c.—sold everywhere at
15 pieces Dress Silesias at 73c.—sold elsewherz at 10 cts.

Crinoline in all colors at Tzc.—regular price 10c.
Only 20 dozen Doileys left at 35c. a dozen—good value

10 dozen Coutil Corsets at 75 cts.—betier than any dollar

And lots of other bargains we have not space to mention.
We invite the public to call and see

Our Premium Black Silk

which is now draped up on exhibition.

As the day appointed for drawing falls on Sunday we will

MONDAY, JANUARY Z2d.

Remember the dates and be sure to get a ticket to give

DRESSMAKING AND LADIES UNDERWEAR A SPECIALTY.

SCHWARTZ BROS.

PALACE DRY GOODS EMPORIUM,
SUMTER, S. O,

HOLID

JANUARY 4, 1888. ,

L =t

GOODS

— AT —

ROCK BOTTOM: PRICES

WE ARE NOW OFFERING A LARGE
LINE OF

s

LS

Fancy Groceries,

Anpd Nick Nacks for the
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS.
In beyirg you will

SAVE MONEY

By calling on us before placing your orders.

TWe have the Largest Assortment of

FANCY CRACKERS

Ever offered io this GCity.
These are Goods of the very best make.

B

OTUR

CANNED GOODS

Are of the most celebrated Brands, and they
are all Guaranteed.

_ WE ARE SELLING
2lb. Cans Tomatoes, §1.05 per Doz.
3ib. Cans Tomatoes, very fine, $1.40
per Doz.
Salmon, 15 and 20 cts. per can.
Best imported Sardives, $2.10 per Dz.

QTR
Point Lace Flour

Which is the best on the market, $6.10 per
bbl., or 90 cts. for 25 1bs.

RAISINS, CITRON,
CURRANTS AND MACE.
We are baadling very largely.

You will do well to call on us and get

Qur Prices before buying. :

In connection with Bur Grocery Stock, we
handle a full line of

DRY GOODS,
NOTIONS,
Shoes and Hats,

Which we are Selling at

ROCK BOTTOM PRICES.

Whips, Whips, Whips

- A job lot of Whips at 65 cts., worth
any time §1 50.

Cenie and See Us Noic.

G, L& C. W, REVGHLAY,

Next to C. E. Stubbs’ Office.
~ Dec. 14

TAX RETURNS
FOR 18S87=8,

ETCRNS OF PERSONAL PROPERTY
and Polls wiil be recieved at the follow-
ing times and places:

Tiadall’s Store, Tuesday, January 3.
Bloom Hill, Wednesday, January 4.
Wedgefield, Thursday, January 5.
Stateburg, Friday, January 6.
Gordon’s Mill, Friday, Jaouvary 6.
Magoolia, Monday, Jaouary 9.
Mayesville, Tuesday, January 10.
Jobnson’s Store, Wednesday, Jan-
gary 11
Shilob, Thureday, January 12.
Lyochburg, Friday, Jaouary 13.
Reid’s Mill, Monday, Januarf 16.
Bisbopville, Tuesday and Wednes-
day, January 17 and 18.
Manavil'e, Thursday, January, 19.
Smitbville, Friday, Jaouary 20.
Mechanicsville, Saiwurday, Jaouary
21.
Providence, Wednesday, January 11.
Sanders’ Despot, Wednesday, Janu-
ary 18.

Rembert’s Store, Rafting Creek
Towuehip, January 10,
AND

At the Auditor's office in Sumter, from the |

23d of January to the 20th of February io-
ciusive. Parties making Returns by mail or
by another person will please give full first
name of Taxpaver and the Township the
property is 1.

W. . DELGAR,

Auditor Sumter County.
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Bend for buok * To Moarngns, " aaiiea fooe.
BraDFIELD REcuLaton Co, Atauis, Ga.

FOR THE GELESTIAL CITY?

LL RIGHT! NOW! We wonld be
glad to help you cn the wu; rejoicing,
vy supplying you with a cheice Famils Bibie,
any siyle and price: twenty-two dollars,
down to a complete, substantial, and beau-
tiful Bible for only three doliars and fifty
cents.. My address, Mayesville g
Yours fuithfully,
HARVEY

Dec 21 0
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(onntess Narona,

By WILKIE COLLINS.

TIOE TFIRST PART.

| COXTINTED. |

CIAPTER XX

©Shall I seo you agzain# she asked, as she
field out her hand to take leave. “Itis quite
understood betiveen us, I suppose, about the
play?

Francis recalled his extraordinary experi-
ence of that evening in the renumbered room,
%My stay in Venice is uncertain,” he replied.
«If youn have anything more to say about this
dramatic venture of yours, it may be as well
to say it now. Have you decided on a sub-
ject already? I know the public taste in
England better than you do—I might save
you some waste of time and trouble, if you
Lave nok chosen your subject wisely?”

“T don’t care what subject I write about so
lonz as I write,” she answered carelessly. “If
you have got a subject in your head give it
to me. I answer for the characters and the
dialogue.”

“You answer for the characters and the
dialogue,” Francis repeated. “That's a bold
way of speaking for a beginner] Isonder
if I could shake your sublime confidence in
yourself if I suggested the most ticklish sub-
Jject to handle which js known to the stage!
What do you say, cOuntess, to entering the
lists with Shakespeare and irying a drama
with a ghost in it? A true story, mind!
founded on events in this very city, in which
you and I are inteiested.”

She caught him by thearm and drew him
away from the colonnade into the soiitary
middle space of the square. “Now tell me,”
she said, eagerly. “Here, where nobody is
near us. Howam I interested in it? How!
how??

Still holding his arm, skeshook him in hLer
impatience to hear "tbe coming disclosure.
For a moment he bhesitated. Thus far,
amused by her ignorant belief In herself, he
bad merely spoken in jest. Now, for thefirst
time, impressed by ber irresistible earnmest
ness, he began to consider what he was about
from a more serious point of view, With ber
knowledge of all that had passed in the old
palace, before its transformation into a hotel,
it was surely possible that they might suggest
some explanation of what had happened to
bis brother and sister and himself. Or, fail-
ing to do that, she mizht accidentaliy reveal
some event in ber own’ experience, which,

: acting as a hkint toa competent dramatist,

might prove to be the making of a play.
The prosperity of his theatre was his one
serious object in life. “I may be on the track
of another ‘Corsican Brothers,’” he thought.
“A new piece of that sort would be £10,000 in
my pocket at least.”

With these motives (worthy of the single
hearted devotion to dramatic business which
raade Fraucis a soccessful manager) he re-
lated without further Lesitation, what his
own experience had been, and whe& tho ex-
perience of his relatives had been, in the
haunted hotel. He even described the out-
break of superstitious terror wiich bhad es-
caped Mrs. Norbury’s ignorant maid. “‘Sad
stuff, if you look at it reasonably,” he re-
marked.  ‘‘But there is something dramatic
in the notion of the ~hostly influence making
itself felt by the relations in succession, as
they one after another enter the fatal room—
until the oze chosen relative comes who will

.| 52 the unearthly creature and know the ter-

rible truth. Material fora play, countess—
first rato material for a play!?

There he paused. She neither moved nor
spoke. Hostooped and looked closer at her.

What impression had be produced? It was
an impression which his utmostingenuity had
failed to anticipate. Shestood by his side—
Jjust as she steod before Agnes when her ques-
tion about Ferrari was plainly answered at
lasi—like & woman turned to stone, Her
eyes wers vacant and rigid; all tho life in her
face had faded out of itn Francis took her
Ly the band. Her band was as cold as the
pavement they were standing on, He asked
her if she was ilL

Not a muscle in her moved. -He might as
well have spoken to the dead.

“Surely,” he said, “you are not foolish
enough to take what I have been tclling you
seriously?”’

Her lips moved slowly. Asit seemed, sko
was making an effort to speak to him.

“Louder,” he said, “I can't hear you.”

She struggled to recover possession of hor-
self. A faint light began to soften the dull,
cold starc of her eyes. In a moment more
she spoke so that he conld hear bher.

talking in ber sleep.

Her mind had gone back to the day of her
last memorable interview with Agnes; she
was slowly recalling the confession that had
escaped her, the warning words which she

incapable of understanding this, Francis
looked at her in perplexity. She went onin
the same dull vacant tone, steadily following
out her own train of thought with her head-

far away from him,

1 said some triding event would bring us
together the next time. Iwaswrong. XNo
trifling event will bring us together. I said
I mizht Le ko person who told her what Lad

Shall T feel some other infuence than hiers?

shall I sec him too?”
Her Lezd sunk a little, her heavy eyelids

sigh. Francis put ber arm in his, and made
an attempt to rouse her.

wrought. We Dbave bhad enough talking to-
night. Let me sce you safe back to your ho-
tel. Isit far from Lezas?

She startad when Be moved and obiiged her
to rmove with him, as if he Lad soddenly
awalkenec:d her out of a deep sleap,

t“Nos far,” sue said, faintiy. “The old hin-
tel on tue guay.
state; I have forgotien the name.”

~

Iir led Lier on siowly. She accompaniod
Lir in sileneo as far as the end of tae Pinzet-
ta. Thera when tho full view of the mooniit
Lagoon revealed iself, she stopped Lim as he
turned towanrd tke Liiva degli Schiavoni, =L
have something to asic you. I wantto wait
and think."”

She recovered Ler lost idea after a long
pausa.

night?” she asked

i1 toll hier that another traveler was in
=t ihe
manazer bas reserved it for e toanerrow,”
he adiad, wif I wish to haveit.”

«No,” she said; “vou must give it up.”

ST whon £

e

Foesiaried. “After what I have told you,
do vyen reaily wish to sleep in that room to-

0sses-ion of the raom that nicht.

morrow nisht s’

[ st sheep in it

S pe vou not afraid?

S am Lorribly afraid

exo T osbonhd have thouzxht atter wnat I
Lave observed in you tonight. Why shoull
you take the room? You are not obixged to
oceupy it unless you like?

+1 wis not oblizged to go to Venies when I
loft America,” she answered.  “And yet T
came here. Imusi take the root amld keop
the room until’™— Sie broke off at thos
words vever pand the rest,” she salll =
doesu’t interess yow®

Tt was uscloss Lo dispate with here Tren-
cis chanzed the subjocl, 2 We cando nothing
tonizhe,” hesaill L will call on you
morrow merning and hear what you thinik of
it then.”

They moved on again to the hotel. As
{hey approached the deor Praneis auiied il she
was staving in Venice under her own aamo.

Shu sheok ber head. “As your brother'y
widow T am known here. As Countess
Narona [ amm known here. I want to Ie
kuowu tuis time to sirangers in Venice; Lan
traveling under a common Engiish name.?
She hesitatad, and stood stiil.

Lo

come to me?” sho muttered to hersclf, “Some
things I remember and some I forget. 1 for-

#Come, countess, you arc weary and over- | : )
: 5 : T ' had crossed her face wimn sbhe questionad

Aly mind’s in a strango | Francis o lnarte o
i pler's pilzrimage to the shrines of Titisa and
i and Tintoreto.
| e -
! he found a letter waiting for him when he

! than you do!” she burst out. “Some will that

“Tnever thonzit of the other world,” she ! 2
murmured, in low, Gull tones like a woman ; denly sat cdown azaina and wa\-eq ber kard
i for him to zo. “Leave me,” shesaid. “Leave
i &

| mo to my thoughts.”

! time that she was out of ber senses. For the
i rest of tho day hesaw notking of her. Tho

had spoken atthat past time. Necessarily | night, so {ar as he knew, passed quietly. The

less exes on bis face, and her wandering mind |
i when he last saw Ler.

become of Ferrari, if sho forced me to it -

ing to stay bere? Has your expericice oL

dropped slowly, shie heaved along, low, weary .

i hipt abeus Aones died ous of It agnin wihen

! pat hor brealifast with a vacant resim:

i lite o woinan wio had done with Lopes, done

! mechanical movements aud fnstisets of iife.

“Are you going to sleep in the room fo- |

[ our givimg them
[ frighten thel

| party this

I arrival. of course, amd try my leek again at

' brothers

R

*MWhat las

| name sbe had sssurmed—="Airs, James."

-on the lid- [t bore the common English

| room up to her when ske comes here.”

i barry who is dead than any of you,” the

{ again??

i mined to wait in the restaurant for the ap-
| pearance of tho couniess

Will Le forca me toit? When sko sees Lim, ; She 15 conungs

zot Danieli's—and now I forges my English
name.”

She drew him hurriedly into the hall of the
botel, on the wall of which hung o list of vis-
itors’ names. Runaing ber finger slowly
down the list, she pointed to the Engiish

“Remember that when you cull to-mor-
row,” she said. *3Iy head is Leavyr. Good
night.? :

Francis went back to Lis own hotel, won-
dering what the events of the next-lar would
bring forith. A new tarn in bis affairs Lad

ken place in bis absence. As he crossed
the hall he was requested by one of the ser-
vants to walic into the private office. The
manager was waiting thkere witk a gravely
preoccupicd manner, asif he bad someciling
serious tosay. Heregretted toliear thay Mr.
Francis Westwicik had, like other members
of the family, discovered mysterious sources
of discomfort in the new hotel. He had
been informed in strict confidence of Mr.
Westwick’s extruordinary objection to the
atmosphere of tho bedroom upstairs. With-
out presuming to discuss the matter, he must
Leg to be excused frem reserving the room
for Mr. Westwick after what had happened.

Francis auswered sharply. a lictle ruffled Ly
the tone in wwhich the manager had spoken to
bim, “I might, vory possibly, bave declined
to sleep in the rooraif you had reserved it,”
he said.  “Do you wishmeto leave the Lotel??

The manager saw the error that bo had
committed and hastened to repairit. “Cer-
tainly not, sir! We will do our best to mako
you comfortable while you stay with us, I
ber vour pardon if I have said anything to
offend you. The reputation of an establish-
ment like this is 8 matter of very serious im-
portance. May I Liope that you will dous
the great favor tosay nothing aboutwkat has
happened up stairs? The two French gentle-
men kave kindly promised to keep itasecres.”

This apolozy left Frantis no polite alterna-
tive but to grant the manager’s request.
“There is an end to the countess’ wild
schenie,” he thought to himself, as he retired
for the night. “Souuch the better for the
countess!” i

He rose lato the next morning. Inquiring
for his Parisian friends, e was informed that
hoth the French gentlemen had Teft for Milan.
As he crossed the bLall on kis wayto the
restavrant be noticed the head porter chalic-
ing the numbers of tiie rooms onsome articles
of luggage which were wailingz to go up
stairs. One trunk attracted his attention by
the extracrdinary number of oll traveling
labels left onit. The porter was marking it
at theemoment—and tie number was “13A." 4
Francis instantly looked at the card fastened

name, “Mrs: James!” He at once inquired
about the lady. She had arrived early that
moruing, and she was then in the reading
room. Looking into the room he discovered
alady in it elone. Advancinga little nearer
he found bhimself face to face with the
countess. :

She was seated ina dark cormer with her
head down and her arms crossed over her
bosom. *““¥Ycs,” sho said, in a tone of weary
impatience, before Franzis could speak to.
her, “I thought it Lest not to wait for you—I
determined to get here before anybody clse
could take the room.”

“Have you taken it for long?” Francis
asked .

“You told mo Miss Lockwood would be
here in o weeik’s time. 1 have taken it for a
weer.”

“What has Miss Lockwood todowith 1t2?

“She has everythbing to do with it—she
must s.eep in the room. I shali givo tha

Fraucis began to understand tho supersti-
tious purpose that sbe bad ia view., “Aro
you, an cducated woman, really of the same
opinion as my sister’s maid?#’ be excleimed.
#*Assuming your absurd superstition to bo a
serious thingz, you aro taking the wrong
means to prove it true. If I and my brother
and sister have seen nothingz, how should
Agmes Loczwood discover whkat was not re-
vealad to us? She is only distantly related
to tke AlontbarTys—she i3 ouly our cousin.”

tShe was nearer to the heart of tho Monts

couutess answered, sternly.  “To the last day
of bis life my miserablo husbznd repented his
desertion of her. Sho will sez what none of
you bave seen—sie szl kave the room.”

Francis listened, utterly at a loss to ac-
count for the motives that animated her. *“I
don’t sea what interest you havein trying .
this extraordirary experiment,” he said.

“Jt is my interest vot to try it! Itis my
interest to fly from Venico and never set eyes
on Axnes Lockwood orany of your family

*1Vhat prevents you trom doing that??
Ste started to ber feet and looked ot him
wildly. *I know no rcre what prevents me

is steonger than mihe drives mo on to my de-
struction in spitz of my own s2lfi® She sud-

Francis loft her, firmly persuaded by this

next morning be Lreaifasted early, deler-

She came inand
crdered ber breakfast guietly, jooking dull,
worn and self absorbed, as sbo bad looked
Iz hastened to ber
t=blo and asked if anything Lad happened in
thie night.

“Xothing, ™ she answered,

“You Lave rested as weil as usual??

“Quite as well asusual.  ITave you had any
letters thisnorninz? Iave you Leard when

I have Lad 11o lotters.  Are you really go-
Jast night not alterad the opizion which you
expressed to me yesterday?”

<ot in the least.?

The momaeniary gleam of animation wiich
1

ol
he answered her,  She lookad. she spoito, ~he

with interest, done with everyiling Lut the

went ot on the customary fray-

Franc
Afrer somie honrs of absonee

got back to the hotel. It was written Ly Lis
brotber Henry, and it recommen:lad him to
return to Milan dhmnediately.  The propries
tor of a French theatre, receniiy arrived
from Venice. was tryving (o jndnee the fa-
meas danteer wihenn Franets had engazed to |
Lreak faith with him aud aceeps o bizher
salary.

Iaving made thisstartiing annonioemens,
Henry proceeaed to inform his beatlher that
Lord and Lady Montbarry. with
the children, worid aveive in Venies i firee
SThew keow nothing ol onr aid
witobe, ramd
anager forihe

wannt,

Aznes mad

days mare,
ventores b the botels it
wditothe
they

There

Lsau fitionsin
TG 1 0] DI o owanld
w gl chidren ot of the

We shall be o strong
a party for

i mees tha travelers on their

Liest Goiel fn Venien

et ke s L
L (Y, !“"\'.I,l

rhosts! 1

what vou eail tie Laanted hegel.  Arthur
Darviils aond Lis wide buve already ooy as far
e tiede way as irent; amdtwo of the Luir's
relations Lave asranzed to accampany than
an the jouriey to Venice.”

Naturails indirnant ab the condued o
Parisian colleague, Iraneis madobis pre
tions for retareing to China by the rxam

el
el

thing :E!;_‘f.
Op bis wav ous be mkad the manageric i3
e L)

i:“l‘ L B

o pt e e T RS Ll
A el arpived, and . to e
Franclz, tae reoms 8 airenidy e
S thosehs you would fefuse to lel any more
of the family into the hoesse,” Lo sand, saiivi- |
eally. The manazer answered (with thedie '
dasty of vespect) in the samo tone, *“No.
1540 i sate, siv, in the occupation of a siran-
I e the servant of the company, sud
I dare not turn mency ot of the hotel”
Hearine tizis, runeis sadl goodby—and
said notuing more. Ilo was ashained to ae-
knowiedge it to himsell, but he feis an irre-
sistitie curiosity te know waat would happen
when Agnes arri—od at the hoicel. Besides,

3 Py 1voel.

“tlence of “Mrs. James.”_

POORYE T L0

“Airs, James? had repesel conficence in bim,
e ot inty Lis gondola, respectiag tho conb- |

New Series—Vel. VIi. _‘So. 21.

e e S —

-

Toward evening, on tho third day, Lerd
Montbarry and Lis traveling companious ar- |
rived, punctual to their appoint:nent :

#AIrs, Jawnes,” sitting at the woind
room, watching for thent, saw the new lovd |
land from the gondoh first. e handed Liz
wife from the steps. The turce chbiidren |
were next cominitted to his care. Lastof all, .
Agnes appeared in the little back doorwas cf
the goudola eubin; and, taking Lord 3ents

Agnes appeared in the litile baek docrway
of the gonitlale cabian.

barry’s hand, passed in Ler turn to thesteps.
She wore no veil. As she ascended to the
door of the hotel the countess {sying her
through an opera glass) noticed that she
paused to look at the outside of tue Luilding,
and that ber {ace was very pale.

CHAPTER XXEIL

Lord and Lady Mo: tharrs wore receivea
by thke housekeeenor, tho manager being ab-
sent for a day ¢r two on business connceged
with the affairs of the hotel

The rooms reserved for the traveiers, on
the first Joor, wwere threo in number, consist-
ing of tsvo bedrooms opening into cach: other,
and commuricating cn tho l=ff with a draw-
ing room. Complete so far, the crrangements
proved to be less satisfactory in 1eference to
the third bedroom required for Agnes and for
the cidest dauzister of Lord Montbarrs, who
wsually slept with heron their travels. The
bed chamber on the right of the drawing
room was already occupicd by z2un English
widowlady. Other bed chambersas the other
end cf the corridor were also et in cvery
case. There was, accordingly, 10 ¢ ‘ternative
bat to place at the dispossl of Agues acem-
fortablo room on the second flcor. Lady
Montbarry vainly complained of this separa-
tion of one of tho membersof her traveling
party from the rest. The housekeencr politely
hinted that it was impossible for Lerto ask
other travelers to give up their roorss. She
could only express her regret, and assure 2liss
Lockwood that her bed chambcer on the sec-

ond floor was one of the best rooms in that |

part of tho hotel.

On the retiremernt of tae housckeeper Lady -
Montbarry noticed that Agnes seated Leroif
apart, feeling appareniiy no interest in the |
question of the bedrooms. Was she il12 Noj |
she Telt a little unnerved by the railway Jour-
ney. and that was zall. Hearing tbis, Lord
Montbarry proposed that she should go out
with him ad try the experimment of Lalf an
hour’s walk inthe cocl air. Agnes giadiy ac-
ceptedd the suggestion. They directed their
steps toward the square St. Mark, soas to on-
joy tho brezzeblowingover the lagoon. It was
the first visic of Aznesto Venice. The fasci-
nation of the wonderful city of the waters ex- |
erted itsfull influence over her sensitive na-
ture. Tho preposed half hour of the walkc had
passed away and was fast expanding to Lalf
an kour more Lefore Lord Montbarry could
persuade bis companion to remember that
dinner was waiting for them. -As ther ie-
turned, passicz under the colonnade, neither
of them noticed a lady in deep mourning
loitering in tha open space of the squars. Ske
started as sho recognized Agnes walking with
the new Lord Montbarry, hesitated for a uro-
ment and then followed them, at a disereet
distance, back to the hotel.

Lady Montbarry received Agnes in high
spirits with news of ai cvent which had hap-
pened in her absence.

Sbe had not left the hotel morethan texn
minutes before a little note in pencil was
brought to Lady Montbarry by the Louse-
keeper. The writer proved to beno less a
person than the widow lady who occupied the
room on the other side of the érawing room
which her ladyship Lad vainly boped to se-
cure for Agnes. \Writing under the narse of
Mrs. James, tho polite widow explained that
she had heard from the housekecper of the
disappointment cxperienced by Lady 3lont.
barry in the matfer of the reoms. s
James was quite alone: and, as long es Ler
bedchamber was airy and comfortzble, it
mattered nothing to her whether she slepton
the first or the second floor of the honse, Shwe
Liad accordingly much pleasure in propesing
to chanre rooms with Miss Lockwood, ey
luggaze had alveady been removed. and 3liss
Lockweol harl ouly to take possession of the
room (No. 154), which was now entirely as
her cisposal

T immediately proposed to see 2rs. James,”
Lady Montharry continued, = i

I was informed that skie had goite on
out leaving word ot what hour shie mizh bo
expectal to returi I have written a litila
note uf thanks, soving that we hope o haved
the pleastre of porsouaiiy sing our
sense of drs James' courtesy to-morrow.  In
the meantine, I have ondered )
boxes to be removed dowustairs, Go
judze for wonrseif, my Jdonr it
has net given up 1o vou the nretl
the Louse.” |
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henss,  Agpes Tound her watch, forgetien
en ihe toiled rable as she had anticipased,
Defore leaving the reem again shis acted on
TLady Montharry’s advice and tried the key
in tae loci of the gSing reom door.  Sho
Joft the bod chAgr, locking the main door
Dehind her,
Tnimedd
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robe, ventnred on stepping out of her hid_i;;
to the empty rocm. e
rinx tbe dressing rcom on tiptoe, she-
t the door until the silence outside.
T her {hat the corvider was empty.-
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I petmanes i ed onthe inner bid.(‘) as.
cal Iv seenrad &5 Agmes bad seen it when.

e pzey in the Jock with her own
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VWien he entere@ the toom, and again
when he advanced to shake hands with her,,
Amnes was conscicus of a intent feeling which;
s=cyetly reciprocsted Henry’s unconcealed
pleasure on rreeting ber again.  For a mo-;
ment only she resurned bis 1ook; and in that,
moment her own observation told her that,
she bal silently eacournged him to hej.:
Shesuw it in the sudden glow of happinéss
which ove ad his face; and she con-:
fased!s took refuze in the usnal conventional-
r w0 ke relatives whom ke

it

waniries yei:

vat Milan,

amost o of the pesition of
Lis hre wen the mercenary.
opera dancer on one side, and the unserupu--
agerof the Frenclh thesire on the

g Mattzrs had procveeded to such ex-,
tremitios that thedaw had been ezled on .
i ra, and hod decided the dispute in

Cn swinuing the victory, .

snager bad ot onee lefs Milan,- -
on by the affairs of his:
theatre. Do was accompanied o the journey-
back, as he haid bech accompanied on the-
journey out, Ly Resolved, ofter
passing two nizhts of trrorin the Venetian
ketel, never to enter it again, Mrs. Norbury-
asked 10 Lo excused from appearing at the
famiiy fstival, on the ground of jli bealth..
At lier aze traveling fatigued her, and she-
was gind to take sdvantage of her brother's

¢soorT (o retwrn te England.

“VWwhile the talkat the dinner table flowed
easily onward, the evening time advauced:
to nigut, and 1o beeasne necessary to think bf
gendinz the children to bed. < S
As Asnhesrose o eave the ooz, accompa-
: st ik, che observed with sur-
123 Benry's manner suddeniy changed.
He looked serions and preocenpied, and when-

Lis nieee wished him good sizht he abrgptly. -
said to Ler, *Mavian. I want to know what
parg of the bLotel Fou Sleep inf, Marvign, .

favoi«

s sister,

puzzled i'¥ the question, auswered that she. =~

was going to sieep as usnal with “Aunt-
Agnes” Nots od with that reply, Henry -
next inguired whether the bedroom was near:
the rooms cecunied by the otker membersof-
the truveling party.  Auswering for the. -
chill and wendering what Heory's object |
could pessibly be, Agnes mentioned the po~
lite socrifice made to Der convenience by
Aps. Jumes. “Thaniks to that lady’s kind-.
ness,” she said, “Mardan and I arve onlyon-
the other side of the drawing room.”  Henry.
made no remark; be looked incomprehensi--
Liy discontented as beopened the door for
Armes and her compzunion to passout.  After
wishing them gocd night ke waited in the *
gorrider uutil he saw them enter the fatal
corper roc, amd then he czlied abruptly to -
bis Lrother: “Come ous, Stephen, and let ns
smoke.” - .
As coon s the two brothers were at liberty-
to speak togeiker privately Henry explained ..
the motive wwhich lad led to his staange in-
quiries abous the bedrooms. Franeis hadin-
formed him of the mesting with the conntess
at Venica, end of all thathad fojlowed it, and
Henry now carefuliy repeatsd the narrative.
s Lrother in eil its details *Iara hot
1,7 be added, “about that woman's
purpose in giving up Ler room. Without,
alarming the ladies by telling them what .
bave just told you, can you not warn Agnes:
to be carctul in securing her door? _ Lord
Aontharry replied that tie warning al-
ready bsen given by his wife, and Agnes
might be trusted to take good care of herself .
and Ler lirtle Led fellow. For the rest,he =
looked upon the wonderful story of “the
countess and Der supcrstitions as a piecaof
theatrical exaggeration, amusing enoagh in_
itself, but quite unworthy of 2 moment's ses
rivus atrention. o
TWhile the geutlenien were absent from the -
Botal, the room ywbich had been aiready asso-
ciated with so many startiing circumstances

became the scene of another stracge cvenf;

jn which Lady dMontbarry's eldest child was
concerred. = ;
Litzle Maricn had been got ready for bed
gs usual, and bad o far) taken hLardly any
notice of the new roony.  As she kneit down
to cay lur prayers she happened to look Gp
ot thup pars of the ceiiing above her which
was just over the boad of the bal. Thenex$ -
insien: she alarmal Agnes by starling o ber,
{oor with a ery of lerror, and pointing toa
snall Leows spet on one of e wiite paneled
SPERs Gl L rvel cailmg. “Ivsa spot of,
Llead ! the chiki execinimed. *Take-me -
awav! I won’ssicep herel” i
Seoinz plamiy that iv weuid be useless t0
1 ¢ she was in the room,.
aod Afarian in e dress-
il her Lack to Ler niother
sing room. 1icre the Jadiesdid
< to sovthe snd rasssure the trene
{Zort proved to be uselesst,
tat had been produced on the
ive mind was not to be re-
moved Dy arian could give na
exnlapation of the penie and ferror that had
2 She was aquaite tnable tosay why -
pot on the ceiling leoked likethe gplor of
only knew thst she
chonid die of terror it she saw it agzain. Un-
Lut one alternative
Iz was arranged ihat the ohild
chonld pass the wizhs in the room occupied by
sters and the nurse.
mwora Marian was peace-
asleep with her amm around ber sister's
Lady Montharrs went baeck withi Ag-
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